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Nowadays, many teenagers are confused after they graduate from high schools, or even
universities. They do not know what they should do in the future, or even at the current
moment. Lap Chi who is currently 29 years old, used to be confused after he graduated
from Form 6. He then found jobs. However, he was always fired after one week. He felt very
disappointed and lost confidence since he could not foresee his future.

Later, he was employed as the IT helper by the Jockey Club Tai Po Integrated Children &

Youth Services Centre (the Centre). He felt at ease and was relieved from stress. Although

the contract only lasted for one year, he could find his career path, also met his lover, his
current wife.
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Being Fired Frequently Doubting Oneself

Lap Chi was confused and lost confidence after he graduated from Form 6. “Back to the
old days, | was kicked out of school when | was in Form 6. | didn't know what my future
would be, so | was in great pain. | thought that pain would never end.” He used “desperate”
to describe his situation. He was injured and needed to repeat in Form 4 because of his
poor result. He spent three years on studying Form 4. Later, he was kicked out of school
because of his poor result in English. He was under the pressure since his family finance

was not good. However, he could not find a job for a long time, so he was quite helpless.

He used to apply for the posts in the fast food shops or convenience stores, but still failed.
He started to doubt his own abilities and lost confidence. Even he could find a job, he was
normally fired after one week. He kept having interviews and changing jobs at that moment.

HIAZM BHEVEHCD HEBF-
Through different interactive works,
| started to build up own self and
gain confidence.
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Finding his Career Path Having a Stable Job

In the meanwhile, his mother met the social worker from the Centre and knew the new post
of IT helper. Lap Chi applied for it and was successfully employed in 2009. In fact, he was
quite familiar with the Centre, as he usually attended the interest classes organized by the
Centre when he was young.

Hewasveryexcited for being employed by the Centre. “lam no longerunemployed, | eventually
find a job that lasts for a longer period. | don’t need to be afraid that | may suddenly be fired!”
Although the post only lasted for one year, he became more stable and it helped him go
through the hardest moment. Therefore, he thanked the Centre for giving him such a chance.
He met some colleagues with similar background and age, who gave him much support.
They all knew this post was just for transition, so they also prepared for their future.

Through talking with colleagues, Lap Chi gradually found his career path. After the
completion of the contract, he studied a higher diploma programme in order to gain higher
competitiveness. He currently works in the industry of property management. He still has
had gathering with his former colleagues until now. Sometimes, he goes to the Centre to
be a volunteer or the basketball coach.

Through different interactive works, such as home visits and street survey, Lap Chi has
started to build up his own self and gained confidence. He has become more considerate
due to his wife whom he met in the Centre. He thanked his wife for reminding him of
something that he has ignored or neglected but others cared a lot. He thanked her for

helping him become more mature.

At the moment, Lap Chi wants to be a father. His wife and he both have strong family values
and agree that it is an important stage. They also believe nurturing the next generation is
their long-term aim and they need to face challenges with children in different stages, such
as kindergarten and primary school.

Hin Sir, who interviewed Lap Chi concerning the post of IT helper, thought Lap Chi was an
unconfident but a prudent and caring person. Until now, Hin Sir still finds Lap Chi prudent
and caring. He also observed Lap Chi changing to be decisive and goal-oriented after
dating with his wife.

25



