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Having participated in different interest classes at 4, and a range of character-building
and volunteer-training schemes, Leo Lau Chung Chak, majoring in English Language &
Literature and Education Studies at Hong Kong Baptist University, successfully developed
his independent whilst helpful characters. Aspired to becoming a teacher, Leo has been
the senior HKDSE English course coordinator for the Centre’s tutorial scheme since 2015,
where he is responsible for the design of curriculum from scratch, materials preparation,
weekly 6-hour teaching duty and website management. “All this preparation has been
exhausting. Yet, it is also rewarding.”

Helping through Means of Education

The fruition of scheme stems from an initiative back in 2013. “I was invited by Ms. Lemon
Hon, one of the social workers of the Centre back then, to help with a 1:1 tuition project for
EM children. | have been very much fascinated by this lovely community ever since.” Leo
recounted. “On avery occasion when | was traversing with several high school EM students,
| came to know that schools had been the sole institute where these students acquire
academic support. They, unlike many of we local students, have no other alternatives if
their learning styles do not match how their teachers teach.”
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“There hadn’t been much after-school academic support for high school EM students.” As
aresult, Leo proposed co-founding a tutorial scheme dedicated for this group of students
with social worker Ms. Valerie Chung. “| may compare them with ‘a mass of lost sheeple'-
it can be rather apprehensive for them to prepare for the public exams without proper
guidance. Through tutoring, | hope to not only teach them about the language, or how to
prepare for exams, but more importantly, instill confidence in them when venturing out
this phase of uncertainty.” Through his scholarly yet gentle articulation as he narrated, Leo
has exhibited his virtue as a teacher with perspective.

Growth Beyond the Transcripts

Despite his keenness, Leo’s pathway of teaching hasn't always been as smooth as silk. “As
a very green teacher, | was not very much aware of ‘cultural difference’.” Leo considered
himself as a very inconsiderate teacher enforcing a lot of preposterous whilst demanding
anticipations towards his students. “l used to be easily upset and attribute their poor
performance to my lousy teaching. Only then did | realize teaching different students
exactly the way | was taught could lead to a very dismaying outcome.” Reckoning the need
of mutual understanding with students in an inter-cultural classroom, Leo adjusted his
teaching and expectations accordingly. “Why shape my students into lilies when they are
flourishing chrysanthemums themselves?”

During the conversation, Leo constantly referred his students as his “mentee”. “"Teacher-
student’ relationship, in my opinion, seems to have only referenced teachers’ emphasis
on students’ academic regard. | don’t deprive the importance of having good results, as
this is what paves my students an easier pathway for adulthood (Not to mention this was
one of the objectives when setting up the tutorial scheme). That said, I'd rather put more
emphasis on my students’ character building, a more prominent notion in my classroom,

than teach students how to ace public exams. Instead of “teaching”, | hope to “mentor”

them and make them give thoughts to things apart from their studies.”
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A single spark regardless of
its significance can definitely
start a prairie fire, far and near.

Leo explained their teacher-student relationship is limited to academic performance.
In addition to academic results, he cared more about students’” growth. He frankly said,
“academic result is just a certificate. A gloss certificate with outstanding academic
performance surely paves the way for one’s future which is also my purpose to run a
tutorial class. But is a certicate really so important? The most important thing is to help
them build their character. | hope to guide them by using this method.”

As time progressed, it was apparent that Leo had grown a stronger bond together with his
students, alongside improving academic results and holistic development. “In my teaching
evaluations, one of my students wrote me ‘Not only have | learnt English from you, but also
a lot of life lessons. | love you!" | was very touched! Comparing when | first taught them 2-3
years ago, they surely have grown up a lot.”

Mobilising Students to Care about People

The motto “inspired to inspire” is what Leo has been holding on, hoping to inspire his
students to inspire others. Through interactions with his students, Leo has been very
aware of the fact that most EM members are not very much involved in the community.

What has made Leo thankful, though, is his students’ change of attitude towards social
issues participation. “I'm very happy to know that some of my first batch students, after
entering universities, have pledged to care for their own community through participation
of university societies, or organizing their own tuition schemes to help members of their
own community.” “A single spark regardless of its significance can definitely start a prairie
fire, far and near. | am, and will always be deeply convinced by this line.” concluded Leo,

with an air of heartfelt pride.
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