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Ying Yi has started to live in a Small Group Home since she was in Form Two. Currently,
she is 18 years old and left the Home and started a new chapter of her life. Mrs. Wong, the
Housemother who had taken care of her these years, missed and was proud of the old days, “Ying
Yiis a tough and brave child. As long as she has a target, she will try her best to achieve it.”
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Have a target, try the best to achieve it.

Embarking on the Road of Photography
Overcoming Difficulties

Sheis studyinginthe School of Creative Media at City University of Hong Kong. However, she
wanted to be a vet rather than a photographer at first. She also once thought of becoming
a chemist as the job did not need to come into contact with others frequently. Finally, she
chose photography because of her past memory with her father. Her father had brought
her to different places and took many photos in the past. “One day, | found the camera that
my father had used before, then | started taking photos.”

When she came across photography at first, she had encountered many difficulties.
“I didn’t have many friends who liked taking photos, so | took photos alone and solved
problems by myself because | didn’t know anyone whom she can turn to.” She described
herself as aggressive. When she faced challenges, she would try all methods to tackle the
problem. Mrs. Wong also laughed that Ying Yi is a self-disciplined person. In order to meet
her target, she would even sacrifice her sleeping time. Looking at her tired face, Mrs Wong
was proud of her but also felt worried about her.

Winning an Award Dreaming Big

Mrs. Wong witnessed how Ying Yi had pursued her dream. When Mrs. Wong knew that Ying
Yiwas recognized by others, she was very delighted. Ying Yi made a video “If you were here”
about her father in UNICEF HK Make a Video Contest. She was selected by the director
Adam, Wong Sau-ping, who guided her and other two teenagers to turn her own story
into the documentary. Mrs. Wong was so proud of her, “She is very smart. Among many
participants, she was one of the three people to be selected.”

Mrs. Wong recalled that Ying Yi had prepared so hard for the DSE in order to get into the
School of Creative Media. “Lights in the Small Group Home should be turned off at nine
o'clock at night, but in order to let her prepare for the exam, | let her study a bit late.”
After she has successfully entered the university, she keeps pursuing her dream. She
is interested in photography and taking videos and she is currently learning how to take
videos. “Both of them require using pictures to tell stories.”
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Growing Up in Home Becoming Tougher

Ying Yijoked that she even asked her seniors cheekily to let her participate in their filming
so as to gain more experience. “That should be strong social ability.” Mrs. Wong corrected
her immediately. After Ying Yi's father had passed away, only she and her mother with
domestic violence record were left at home. Therefore, she was arranged to live in a Small
Group Home. When she first came to the Small Group Home, Ying Yi seldom talked because
of her character and maladjustment to the new environment. Mrs. Wong is still impressed
by one incident, “one night, after coming out of the bathroom, | saw Ying Yi and another
child who just came here. They were sitting together and waiting for me outside. Then,
| realized that the child was afraid of not seeing me, so Ying Yi sat with her outside and
comforted her.”

The four-year life in the Small Group Home has meant a lot to Ying Yi. “The Small Group
Home has served as a typhoon shelter. Everyone is my friend so | am comfortable to talk
with them.” In the eyes of Mrs. Wong, the environment has made Ying Yi tough, so she will
not wallow in self-pity. She is self-reliant and willing to share her experience which has
brought about positive effects on others and the society.




