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‘I learnt to be independent and | am able to take care of myself. | think | am more mature
than the people at my age,” said a girl who has just finished her HKDSE exam.

Jia Xin came to Hong Kong for Form four and she has now been living in the city for two
years. During the two years, she has worked really hard to improve her English, hoping to
narrow the gap between her classmates and her. The social worker at school was a little
special to Jia Xin, who had never seen one before. She seldom met her school social worker
besides sporadic volunteer activities. ““Siu-yu” was merely the name of a social worker to
me,’ said the teenage girl.
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Whether you feel happy or not depends
not on the objective environment, but
your subjective feeling.

SRS ROBESS

PRREHR  RIHIRHIRT 21t - BHRBERMM= A FAISH
BRELRTOR BB ETHRR - Hit RRERE B
ARMEBFHRI T RAVBLAFELETNEN M-k
ERFINME BB - B RE ERRAISIS B E LBk -

MEEEMRE  ODRRY ROTEME REZEBEER
REEFVEAMESEIT —ABRBESR  BMEBHNRE N
EEE KB TR XPEHF2EVRITE TRESZ-A
HFEWE -

P AR HRME  RERBRNFRBE LG IMERE
FENBEE IMER: [MEHESER2HHE  BRER
BRI AN R Y o BEW | EDRA A o | SRH ML B
RARTHEEBE+DHT - IMUREOPLEERTH
3% R ABEAEN MAR R T RSB 8 IIRE
BEEZ -

F}MERZER BRREZR

HERA—X pARERNEEEEE2SHOEER - RRPHH
RETRE REMAZEEACHER - B2MEEZR bR
Bt T AREMNEITT  BERPIEEE HGLURE

FEODRBEHRMIEL—E  REEZBIRIE - BROFM
EFEEHTE - PHEERMIXPERR  BHREBERMRE
RBRBZZ - PABLREETS  URRMMBFHIRE A&
PEBERMRBESHRBEER  FHABXMEZ XK
iR - BUEREEEERTRROPRANERE DA
HERE T RMNEBERE -

Mother was Addicted to Gambling
Everything at Home had Changed

Something happened at home when the girl was in Form five. Her mother who had been
taking care of her three children single-handedly had not returned home for several days.
Her mother told her that she was at her friend’s home. Jia Xin had trusted her mother
greatly until she accidentally discovered a contract of seventy-thousand dollars from a
loan company and a ferry ticket to Macau. Since then, she realized her mother who was
once a crazy gambler has been repeating the same old disastrous path.

Looking at the documents and tickets, the fear inside her heart drove her to contact her
elder sister and uncle in the Mainland for help but to no avail. The family was no longer
harmonious and she had always been arguing with her mother due to her mother’s
addiction to gambling.

The financial condition at home soon became a problem. Her mother got into huge debt and
could not afford Jia Xin's living expenses and tutorial fees. ‘Every classmate had extra tutorials,
and | had to stop when it was the most critical time. | got used to it. There was no way out,’
said Jia Xin. Easy-going as she sounded, the girl found the financial problems at home
distressing. Nonetheless, she had never told anyone about her situation. Her family could
not help and it was futile to tell her friends so Jia Xin decided to bear everything alone.

Taking the Initiative to Gain Support
Meeting her Urgent Needs

One day, her classmate told her that her mother was addicted to gambling. Jia Xin felt
empathy for her classmate’s situation, and Jia Xin thus talked about hers. The classmate
then suggested seeking help from Siu-yu, the social worker who assisted her in dealing
with the financial pressure at home.

The helpless girl then made up her mind to seek help. Knowing Jia Xin’s conditions, Siu-yu
first tried to provide basic essentials for her. Siu-yu gave her some supermarket coupons
so that Jia Xin and her brother could at least fill their stomach; She knew Jia Xin did not
have money to pay for tuition fees, so she filled in the subsidy application form on behalf of
the girl. These actions had undoubtedly eased Jia Xin’s biggest worries and alleviated her
financial burden.
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Her Efforts in Shooting Films Provided her with a
Chance to Go Abroad

Inthe summer of Form five, Jia Xin joined a short film competition organized by the UNICEF
(The United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund) on Siu-yu’s recommendation. She had
to produce a short film to tell her story all by herself in a five-day day camp. After the
fascinating day camp, Jia Xin returned to her busy school life.

After several months, Siu-yu notified Jia Xin that she was nominated to head to the next
stage of the competition in Netherlands. As there were so many participants, it was almost
impossible to get the only one nomination in Hong Kong. | had not expected that | had the
slighest chance, “Jia Xin felt very astonished and said. Followed by the surprise was the
presssing preparation work, Jia Xin soon found it difficult to get his visa due to limited time.
However, she still decided to try applying for it. She was grateful that Siu-yu has always
accompanied and supported her. Siu-yu was diligent. She did everything herself. She tried
to figure out the procedures of visa application, phoned and emailed the department to
explain my situation. She did not have to do those things, but, she did,” said Jia Xin. She
finally got the visa on the day she had to set off. She immediately phoned Siu-yu and told her
the good news. Jia Xin recalled that Siu-yu sounded happy, even more excited than herself.
That night, she was on a plane for the first time flying to Netherlands.

Jia Xin said she is feeling better with the companion of Siu-yu despite the fact that her
mother has not changed much. She hope that she will get into university; and she will go
travelling after graduating from secondary school, spending the money she has earned.
Actually, whether you feel happy or not depends not on objective environment, but your
subjective feeling.
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