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“When | was small, | had a dream that | could study abroad.” Jeff was born in a low-income family with a dream

to see the world and meet different people. However, it is hard to achieve his dream when his father works as a
construction labor and his mother works as a cleansing worker.
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Not Familiar with the New Environment
Love Wandering Around and Nearly being Led Astray

“| always think I'm the luckiest person on Earth.” Jeff talked on the phone in Wesleyan
University. His dream came true with the help of ARCH Community Outreach (ACO). He
could truly experience how education changes life. "ACO sent me to study abroad in the
United States for nothing and taught me how to apply for foreign universities. The founder,
Jennifer even lent her credit card to me to make payments as my family and | did not have
any credit cards.”

Jeff thought he was lucky not just because his dream came true after few years. He lived
in Tseung Kwan O and had waited for the allocation of public rental housing. Later, when
he was in Secondary One, his family could move in a flat in Ma On Shan but six members
in a one-person flat. “At that time, my mother always argued with my grandmother, so |
just went back to sleep.” He did not know any persons in Shatin, so his brother and he just
stayed in the shopping centre or playground. “Always wandering in the streets and meeting
bad guys, | was nearly led astray.”

Achieving the Dream of Studying Abroad Luckily
Adapting to Foreign Culture is Not Easy

Fortunately, since his brother had helped carry out activities in Hong Kong Children and
Youth Services, Jeff knew the social worker, Grace. “She helps me a lot. No matter family
issues or study problems, | share with her.” They met a few times in a week. He needed
to attend quite many examinations for applying foreign universities. “DSE, SAT, IELTS and
TOEFL. Grace helped me prepare and taught me how to deal with stress.”
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I hope other teenagers will pursue their
dreams bravely after they have listened to
my story because all dreams would come
true someday.

After he has entered U.S. university successfully, he still faces challenges. “There is a
huge difference between the education system in the United States and Hong Kong. In Hong
Kong, only teachers speak and students listen. In the U.S., everyone can speak and discuss
freely in class.” At first, he was not used to speak and was afraid that others would mock
his poor English. Even with his roommate, he felt hard to talk and interact with. Luckily,
after living in the U.S. independently, he can speak and discuss freely with others in class.
He also talks to his roommate, so they have better relationship.

Feeling Grateful for All the Assistance
Willing to Contribute to the Society

Jeff used to think his dream would not come true and feel lonely in the new environment.
Presently, he could truly stay in the U.S. and meet many companions in Hong Kong
Children and Youth Services. He thanked and remembered everyone who has helped him.
“l hope other teenagers will pursue their dreams bravely after they have listened to my
story because all dreams will come true someday.” “| am very lucky.” Jeff emphasized.
“l have met many people in my life who helped me when | encountered difficulties.” The
principal knew Jeff did not have
enough space to do homework, so he
put a table in his office. Jeff’'s primary
school teacher also arranged a private
tutorial for him. At that time, | was
studying Business Administration and
Mathematics. “That's why [ am studying
these two subjects now.” | plan to
work in developing countries after
graduation, participate in education
work and policy making for a fairer
learning and growing environment for
the kids in poverty.
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