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A Heviving Life
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Tung started to meet social workers when he was thirteen years old. He had also come
into contact with drugs since that year. He found no confidence in himself when he was
a teenager. He always did everything halfway. Never did he have an accomplishment in
which he could take pride. In his Secondary One, no one in the form did not know who he
was because his academic performance ranked the last among all his peers. He joined a

triad society to seek recognition. He let the world recognise his existence through making

trouble and fighting, which gave him a sense of achievement. He could find his identity
through this kind of life, he thought.
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Abusing Drugs Being Led Astray

When he was fourteen, he was arrested because of wounding and was remanded in custody
at a correctionalinstitution. He had never imagined the feeling of losing his freedom. In the
final judgment, He was put on probation and sent to a Boys” Home for half a year, so he
was freed from the supervision of a correctional institution. However, he did not become a
better personin these six months. As he saw the world more, he was more confident about
things would work out if he was careful enough. Messy life was what he had every day at
that time. He always drank and took drugs in clubs in the Mainland. Drugs offered him
immediate pleasure, but he lost a lot more after waking up from the fantasy. Because of
drugs, the so-called brothers in the past became selfish. His health started to deteriorate.
He frequently experienced stomach-ache, frequent urination, and hallucinations. His
family continued to pay off his debts, but in return he gave them only disappointments, one
after another.

New Skills, New Life

He should be grateful, as there was a social worker who had been supporting him
throughout those years. He thanked her for not giving him up when he was eighteen. She
referred him to Zheng Sheng College to participate in drug rehabilitation. There was no
comfortable life in Zheng Sheng, and that experience remolded his life. He had to work
hard at Zheng Sheng. He did everything on his own there. Only cold water was offered for
the shower, and life had to be very disciplined. He learned a new set of values, and he got to
know how to take up responsibilities. He acquired many different skill sets. For example,
he started learning photography, hair-styling, and taking care of dogs there. He set out to
take pictures and cut hair for his teachers and peers at Zheng Sheng, from which he got
people’s recognition and admiration. This recognition was entirely different from what he
got in a triad society. Taking care of dogs also trained up his patience.
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Resuming Study Determined to Help Others

He spent four years in Zheng Sheng for the purpose of not only drug rehabilitation, but
also returning to school. He had never imagined about college life as he got the poorest
academic performance in school before. He was grateful that he was admitted to the
Higher Diploma in Social Work at last. He is a year-one student in Social Work right now.
He would like to be a social worker in the future. It is his social worker who made him
believe that the teenagers who go to a wrong direction need some people to accompany
them. He hopes he will be one of them, no matter the teenager will need five years, ten
years or more to change. At Zheng Sheng, there were a lot of volunteers coming to help
them. They gave up their private time in order to do so, which inspired him to help or serve
othersin need whenever he has extra energy. After graduating last year, he began to share
his experiences on various occasions. He visited homeless people. He hoped their chats
and food sharing can make them feel loved. He also volunteered at dog kennels to let
his friends learn about the idea of “adopting dogs instead of buying them.” Besides, he
assisted in free hair-cutting services and served the children of inmates. He hopes he can
help more people in the future.
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