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A Lifelong

‘Outreach Guy”
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Samuel is a choreographer and he has danced for life. He has followed the guidance
provided by a social worker, gradually left the club and entered TVB, and has finally

returned to the Centre. ‘Although | am no longer a service user of the Centre, but | will be
part of it all my life. Once it needs me, | will definitely give it a hand,” he said.

An Outreaching Client Evolved into a Dance Tutor

The 16-year-old Samuel dropped out of school. He wandered around Hong Kong's streets
or hung out in clubs late into any given nights, and he was exposed to triad culture, drugs
and fights. Siu Mar, a social worker, met Samuel and his friends when they were wandering
around the estate.
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Samuel and his friends started practising dancing in public housing estates. The dance
attracted people and they were thrust into the limelight. Samuel had a sense of satisfaction
when passers-by looked at them with approvalin their eyes. He borrowed video equipment
from Siu Mar and recorded how others dance in Tsim Sha Tsui. He endeavoured to learn the
steps to improve his skills.

Noticing the young men’s passion for dancing, Siu Mar found dancing tutors to train them,
and the first street dance team of the outreaching social work team was formed. Samuel
became a member of the team and got chances to perform in estates or in shopping malls.
Since then, Siu Mar and Samuel have gradually got acquainted with each other. In order
to give Samuel a new identity other than a street thug, Siu Mar recommended him to be a
dance tutor for young kids. Samuel said he could never imagine he would be a tutor, which
requires a sense of responsibility. Ever since, he has gradually given up his bad habits.

Actualizing the Impossible through Perseverance

Samuel faced a career bottleneck in the same year. Facing the pressure of life and financial
burden, the 21-year-old Samuel decided to sign up for TVB Artists Training Class so as
to turn his interest into his career. However, the application failed as he failed to post his
portfolio before the due date. He resigned and gave up his dream, and worked as a full-time
employee in a club. ‘Most of the people came to the clubs were triad members. | behaved
badly and did many bad things,” Samuel recalled.

The training class was open for application again after 3 years. Samuel was 24 years old
who was out of its age range. Siu Mar encouraged the hopeless man, Just try! How do you
know the result if you don’t even try it?” She also helped him prepare the recommendation
letter. Samuel thus tried and got a chance to attend the admission test. Samuel who has
had a passionate interest in street dance was required to perform Jazz in the test. Siu
Mar immediately contacted a Jazz tutor he has known and arranged him to help Samuel
choreograph a dance and practise some basic skills. ‘At that time, | thought that | could be
successful as long as she helped me. It's the trust and feeling she has given me,” although
Samuel knew nothing about Jazz, he thought in this way. He gained admission at last after
he had practised for few days.

CREINERRER RERBREN FIUTASA  BHEMET] - 1548 ZETEEZYN EL—HINENIE -
“If there weren't the outreaching team, | wouldn't be here. If | were not here, you wouldn’t be here too. Never forget
who you are and where you come from. Just continue to volunteer.” Dance is not only a trend, but also a kind of

affection among the people here.
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Passing on a Spirit of ‘Reciprocity’ Due to his Affection

Samuel worked as an artist for 3 years after the training and has learnt various forms of
dance. 'Reciprocation’ is the word imprinted on his mind. ‘Recalling that | used to dance on
streets, then became a dance tutor, and finally was trained as an artist, | am grateful that
the outreaching team has nurtured me for years. If there weren't those chances, | would
not be a dancer nor a choreographer, but in a prisoner now,” Samuel said. He thus started
cooperating with the team after establishing his own studio. Apart from teaching dancing
skills, he has also recommended many youngsters to TVB. The students have learnt the
spirit of ‘reciprocation’ from Samuel as well. 'l always teach them and say, “if there weren’t
the outreaching team, I wouldn't be here. If | were not here, you wouldn’t be here too. Never
forget who you are and where you come from. Just continue to volunteer.” Dance is not only
a trend, but also a kind of affection among the people here,” he said.

Samuel said Siu Mar has always accompanied him along the way. When he needed to
prepare his portfolio, or find tutors, or prepare proposals for the studio, or deal with his
interpersonal problems, Siu Mar must be there to support him. Samuel named himself as
the ‘special forces of the outreaching team’. ‘As the first dancing tier of the team, we built
roads and cleared obstacles to provide a better environment for other outreaching youths.
And | will always support the team.’
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